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impose taxes upon the people of this country because
the agency of the Railway Company are unable to
ensure rapidity of despatch and punctuality in their

transactions.    Perhaps  if they consulted  Mr.------'

[the efficient head of another of the many depart-
ments], * he might show them how these first requisites
of railway management might be secured/

One gentleman, indeed, had discovered that it
would be dangerous to allow the railways to become
really efficient, lest they should discourage river traffic.
On this Lord Mayo remarked : ' Colonel------is mis-
taken if he supposes that the Government of India is
going to manage these great affairs upon any other
than commercial principles. We intend to attract as
much traffic as we can to our railways. When he
says that we are to tax the people of India by keeping
down traffic returns, because we may dread the rail-
way leaving us without the alternative of carriage by
water in certain military contingencies, he seems to
adopt principles which are incompatible with railway
extension in any country. It almost sounds like a
reproduction of the arguments which were used
against the railways forty years ago, and which are
well described in the life of George Stephenson, who
had much difficulty in overcoming the friends of the
foot posts, mail coaches, and canal boats/

In some, but happily not in many, cases the mis-
management penetrated deeper down, and outside

complaint had proved unavailing.    * I wish for------'s

opinion/ he wrote in such a case, 'upon the grave
instances of obstinacy, corruption, and neglect of all